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May 23.   Darlan told the French people that the Fichy Government

had "freely chosen " collaboration with Germany.
May 24.   Hood, Britain's biggest warship, was sunk by the new

German battleship Bismarck, which was then pursued by

other British ships and aircraft.
May 25.   King George of Greece and his Cabinet arrived in Egypt

from Crete.
May 27.   Bismarck trapped 400 miles from Brest and sunk by

torpedoes.
President  Roosevelt  declared  a   state   of "unlimited

emergency " in the United States.

[May 27, 1941.
THE battle in Crete has now lasted for a week. During the
whole of this time our troops have been subjected to an intense
and continuous scale of air attack, to which, owing to the geo-
graphical conditions, our Air Forces have been able to make only a
very limited, though very gallant, counterblast. The fighting has
been most bitter and severe, and the enemy's losses up to the present
have been much heavier than ours. We have not, however, been
able to prevent further descents of air-borne German reinforcements,
and the enemy's attack and the weight of this attack has grown
from day to day. The battle has swayed backwards and forwards
with indescribable fury at Canea, and equally fiercely, though on a
smaller scale, at Retimo and Heraklion. Reinforcements of men
and supplies have reached and are reaching General Freyberg's
Forces, and at the moment at which I am speaking the issue of
their magnificent resistance hangs in the balance.
So far, the Royal Navy have prevented any landing of a sea-
borne expedition, although a few shiploads of troops in caiques may
have slipped through. Very heavy losses have been inflicted by
our submarines, cruisers and destroyers upon the transports and
the small Greek ships. It is not possible to state with accuracy
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